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not lived up to its initial expectations. Embry-
onic stem cell research offers both great
promise and great peril. So I have decided
we must proceed with great care.

As a result of private research, more than
60 genetically diverse stem cell lines already
exist. They were created from embryos that
have already been destroyed, and they have
the ability to regenerate themselves indefi-
nitely, creating ongoing opportunities for re-
search. I have concluded that we should
allow Federal funds to be used for research
on these existing stem cell lines, where the
life and death decision has already been
made.

Leading scientists tell me research on
these 60 lines has great promise that could
lead to breakthrough therapies and cures.
This allows us to explore the promise and
potential of stem cell research without cross-
ing a fundamental moral line by providing
taxpayer funding that would sanction or en-
courage further destruction of human em-
bryos that have at least the potential for life.

I also believe that great scientific progress
can be made through aggressive Federal
funding of research on umbilical cord, pla-
centa, adult, and animal stem cells which do
not involve the same moral dilemma. This
year, your Government will spend $250 mil-
lion on this important research.

I will also name a President’s council to
monitor stem cell research, to recommend
appropriate guidelines and regulations, and
to consider all of the medical and ethical
ramifications of biomedical innovation. This
council will consist of leading scientists, doc-
tors, ethicists, lawyers, theologians, and oth-
ers and will be chaired by Dr. Leon Kass,
a leading biomedical ethicist from the Uni-
versity of Chicago. This council will keep us
apprised of new developments and give our
Nation a forum to continue to discuss and
evaluate these important issues.

As we go forward, I hope we will always
be guided by both intellect and heart, by
both our capabilities and our conscience. I
have made this decision with great care, and
I pray it is the right one.

Thank you for listening. Good night, and
God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:01 p.m. at the
Bush Ranch.

Digest of Other
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The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

August 4
In the morning, the President traveled to

Bethesda, MD, where he had his annual
physical examination at Bethesda Naval Hos-
pital. In the afternoon, he traveled to the
Bush Ranch in Crawford, TX.

August 7
In the morning, the President traveled to

Waco, TX, and later returned to Crawford.
The White House announced that the

President will send U.S. Trade Representa-
tive Robert Zoellick to Indonesia on August
10–11 to meet with President Megawati.

August 8
In the morning, the President traveled to

Waco, TX, and later returned to Crawford.

August 9
In the morning, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with Secretary of Health
and Human Services Tommy G. Thompson
concerning the President’s decision on stem
cell research. In the afternoon, he had a tele-
phone conversation with Dr. Leon Kass of
the University of Chicago, also concerning
the President’s decision on stem cell re-
search.

August 10
The President announced his intention to

nominate Ralph Leo Boyce to be Ambas-
sador to Indonesia.

The President announced his intention to
nominate John D. Ong to be Ambassador to
Norway.
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Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

NOTE: No nominations were submitted to the
Senate during the period covered by this issue.

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released August 6

Announcement: HHS To Give States New
Options for Expanding Health Coverage:
New Initiative Promotes State Innovations
To Expand Access for the Uninsured

Released August 7

Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary:
Ambassador Robert Zoellick to Indonesia

Released August 9

Fact Sheet: Embryonic Stem Cell Research

Transcript of a press briefing by Deputy
Press Secretary Scott McClellan

Released August 10

Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary:
Northern Ireland

Transcript of a press briefing by Counselor
to the President Karen Hughes and OMB
General Counsel Jay Lefkowitz on the Presi-
dent’s decision on stem cell research

Acts Approved
by the President

NOTE: No acts approved by the President were
received by the Office of the Federal Register
during the period covered by this issue.

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 00:33 Aug 15, 2001 Jkt 005300 PO 00000 Frm 00012 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\PD13AU01.000 ATX004 PsN: ATX004


